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"THE REP UBLIC.
SPEECH

OF THE
HON. R. €. WINTHROP, OF MASS.,
On_the President's Message, transmilting the
Constitution %Cdg’m, delivered in Com-
mittee of the Whole in the House
sendatives of the United Slates,

The House being in Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union, on the President's Message
transmitting the constitution of California;

Mr. ‘.WLI,I‘HROP said: When | had the honor of

the Committee of the Whole on the state

of the U, some weeks ago, 1 intimated my pur-
&ou to take another rtunity, st no distant day,
express, somewhat more in detail than I was able
to do on that ocoasion, the views which I entertain
to what bhave well been called the great

&f the day,

The eager competitions for the floor which have
been witnessed here almost without intermission
from that time to this, bave postponed the accom-
ﬂnhmml. of this purpose much longer than 1 could

ve degired,

1 rise now, however, at last, to fulfil it, And
most hurﬂl%dol wish, Mr. Chairman, that in do-
ing 80 1 could see my way clear to contribute some-

& to the repose of the country, and to the har-
m:g‘of our national councils, I yield to no one
in sincerity or the earnestness of mny desire,
that every bone of contention between different por-
tions of the Union I'nIJ be bruken, every root of
bitterness removed, and that the American Con-
Fr&my be seen again in a condition 1o dischar,
ts legitimate functions of providing at once for the
wants of the Govermment, and for the intereats of
the mh. If there be an example in history which
1w gladly lute at such o as this,
it in that of an old Swiss putriot, four hundred years
B, whoun 1 bhave menll{: read an account—
who, when the Confederated Cantons had become
s0 embittered net each other, by a long aucces-
sion of mutual criminations and local feuds, that
the dissolution of the Gunfaderacg.wn opeunly pro-
mldmddheulied. and the liberties of Bwitzer-

d seemed on the very verge of ruin, was sud-
denly found rushing (rom his cherished retirement
into “the Assembly of Deputies, and oxclaiming,
“ Concord, y, concoro!” and who, it is re-
corded, by his prudence, his patriotiam, and his

, brought back that Assembly, und the
people whom they represented, to a sensc of the in-
eatimable bl which were at stake u%cm the
imsue, and finally succeeded in restoring his dis-
tracted country to a condition of harmony, tran-
quillity, and assured union!

Sir, there is no sacrifice of personal opinion, of
pride of consistency, of local regard, of official po-
sition, of present havinge, or of future hopes, which
lu:;’onld not willingly make to play such a part as

Perhaps it may be said that it has been played
already. Perhaps it may be said that a voice, or
voices, bave already been heard in the other end of
this Capitol, if not in this, which have stilled the
angry storm of fraternal discord, and given us the
gnl-nful assurance that all our controversies shall

d Imfuily setiled.

t any rale, wir, whether this be so or not, I am
but too sensible that it is not given to me in this
hour to attempt such a character. And let moadd,
that there isone sacrifice which I could never make,
even for all the glory which might result from the
succesaful mance of so exalted a service—l
mean the sacrifice of my own deliberntely adopted
and honestly cherished principles. Theae I must
avow, to-day and always. These I must stand to,
here and every where. Under all circumstances,
in all events, | must the lead of my own
conscientious convictions of rl%l;:‘:nd of duty.

1 mesume, then, to-day, Mr. rman, no char-
acter of a pacificator, 1 have no new fan of ad-
_me reconciliation to offer for the difficul-

es and dissensions in which we are unhappily in-
volved.

Sitill less, sir, have |

b t the floor for the pur-
of enterin, to
istllilli‘ou.n

"Represen-
ay B, 1850,

coniroversy with any-
or elsewhere. Not even ihe

tous imputations, the second-band perver-

and € WA , of the b ble muin-
ber from Connecticut, (Mr. Cu\rmsn,)h: fo‘;_
daye ago, can tem lmbmph&lmther ur o
ml'm in l-hcpmn cut and thrust of personal
encounter. 1 pass from that honorable member
with the single remark, that it r red more than
all his vebement and turgid dec tion against
others, who, as he , were shaping their
course with a view to some official promotion or re-
ward, 0 make me, or, as 1 think, to make this

House, forget, that the term of one of his own Con-
necticat tors was soon aboul toexpire, that
the C ticut Leginlature was just about to as-

semble, and that the bonorable member himsell
was well understood to be & prominent candidate

for the vacancy !

And [ shall be equally brief with the distinguishe«
member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. WiLmor,) who
honored me with another shaft from the sell-same
quiver on Friday last. 1 will certainly not take
advan of his absence to deal with him at any
length. But | cannot forbear saying, that as |
Inu:-hil;h plo!;ri:g l'uiﬂh #0 bitter an invective, n;

A phi nat southern ar @ and
pm.wm rxrnucp y..“lnd as l ublaﬂum‘:tlluk
complacency with which he seemed to congratulate
himeell that be alove had been rml';g:mt all the
seductions of patronage, and all the dishments
of power, | could not help remembering that his
waime was an historical nane more than a century
ago, and the lines in which a celebrated poet had
:imbl.l.mad it for immortality came unbidden to my

pe:
** Shall parts so various nim at nothing new ’
He'll shine a Tully and a Wilmet too!"

My object to-day, Mr, Chairman, is the simple
und’hnmhh une z‘ e ng my own VicWI':lju
matters in regard o which | bave in some quarters
been, ecither intentionally or unintentionally, mis-
understood and misrepresented. The end of my
hour will find me, I fear, with even this work but
half nccomplished; and 1 must rely on being I’udgml
by what shall be printed hereafier rather by
what | may succeed in saying now. [ will not,
however, make my little less by wasting m{ more
of my time in an empty exordium, but will pro.
ceed at once to the business in hand.

And, in the first place, sir, 1 desire to explain, at

the of some historical narrative and ego-
reference, the position which I have here-
tofore occn in relntion to a certain anti-slavery

proviso, which hias been the immediate occasion of
most of those sectional dissonsions by which our
domentic peace has been of late so seriously dis-
turbed.

1 need not say, sir, that 1 am no stranger to that
proviso, though, during the whole of the last Con-
gross, | was precloded, by my position in the chair
of the House, from giv any vote, or utlering
any voice in regaed to it.

are those here to-day—and 1 might single
out, in no spirit of ankindness coruiul;abhe pre-
sent chairman of the Commitice of ays and
.-ud:lnr. Baviy,) na one of them—who have

tha imm“\"hn v I pru;::llg;
coun t this was formal -
me g{‘t‘u‘ill {urtl:uw‘:?i.n " nr,r'ub::em in ;&:
04"'“ erritory, able member
from l‘cnumnh. whose namne it now bears, (Mr.
WiLmor,) entered upon his Congressional

i

1 have never denied this allegation. | have never
desired to deny it. The &ct?upun record; and |
would not erase or aller that record if it werein
my power to do so. But, sir, 1 have ofien desired,
and intended, wh er 1 sh ”l“il’lb?
free to inke part in the discussions of this hndr. (T
recall to the remembrance of the House and of the
country the circumstances under which, and the
views with which, that tion was made.

'H was made, Mr. OChairman, on the Ist day of

» 1845, And what was the condition of
mn?. and of the pablic affairs of the coun-
day?

the
oy isputed territory. W
g ® were
at that time, sir, in 5 with
n-&ut to the conflicting claims
thai . Those

people.
regret to say, almost every in thia coun

dﬂ-l:d to be drawn—into the perilous v':r,-

itica; and a Democratic Presiden.

d just been mchieved, under a ban-

ware lagibly inscribed the well.re-

figures 40, and the well-remem-

bered + *the whole or T

Dm e?r:-mmo;r:r. a bill was intro-
duced into this House, to extend the jurisdiction of
the United States ovor the whole territory in dis-

the nasu jon and exercise
highest attributes of exclusive sover-
Iands to setilers

and a judge—who were to have absolute authority
to promulguie and enforce, throu, t the Territo-
ry of Oregon, any and all lnwe w
fit ta select from the statutes of any State or Terri-
tory in the Union. The whole destinies of Oregon
were thus o be confided to the discretion of two
men, who were to make up a code of laws to suit
themselves, by picking and culling at pleasure from
all the statute &:h of the country. They were at
liberty, us the bill stood—although the entire Terri-
tory was above the latitude of 36° 30'—to adopt u
slave code or o free code, ns mjdghl be most agree-
able to their own notions; and there wus, at that
very mament, 1{"1;: upon the tables before us, &
report from the Jfl.n ageunt or sub-agent in that
uarter, from which it ap ed, that & number of
e native Indians had already been captured and
enslaved by the white settlers, and that they were
held in a state of absolute and unjustifiable
bondage.
It was under these circumstances, Mr, Chair-
man, that [ moved the proviso in question ; and 1
now read, from a speech printed at the time, the
remarks which I made on the occasion.
“One limitation upon the discretion of these two
irresponsible law-givers ought certainly to be im-
, if this bill is wm As it now stands, there
18 nothing to prevent from legalizing the ex-
istence of domestic alayery in Oregon. 1t secins Lo
be underatood that this Institution is to be limited
by the terms of the Missouri compromise, and is
nowhere to be permitted in the American Union
above the latitude of 36° 30, There is nothing,
however, to enforce this understanding in the pre-
sent case. The published documents prove that
Indian slavery already exists in Oregon, 1 intend,
thercefore, to move, whenever it is in order to do so,
the insertion of an express declaration, that ‘there

shall neither be slavery nor invol servitude in
this ?l'rrilo:‘y. excepl for crime, Wm purty shall
have been duly convicted. *

I did not stop here; however, sir. The whole ar-
gument of H:Lspmh on ‘that occasion, with the
exception of single sentence which I have cited,
was against the passage of the bill in any form.

“I am in hopes, Mr, Chairman, (such was my
distinet avowal,) that the bill will not become a law
at the present session in any shape. Every thing
conspires, in my judhgmml. to call for the post-
ponement of any such measure to a future day.”

The great an ramount objection to the bill, in
my mind, was tz:t it would jeopard the peace of
the country; that it would break up the amicable
negotiations in which we were en d, and would
leave no other alternative for settling the vexed
fqueation of title between us and Great Britain, but
lLe stern abitrument of war.

Entertaining this opinion, ] aimed at defeating
the measure by every means in iy power; and it
was well unders »at the time, that this very
proviso was one of the means upon which 1 mainly
relied for the purpese. I deliberately designed, b
moving it, o unile the southern Democracy wi
the conservative Whigs of both the North and the
South, in opposition to the bill, and thus to insure
its defeat.

The motion ;rcvai!ad. The proviso was inserted
by a vote of 1 li to 69, lam] 1, for one, then carried
out m ition to the bill by voting inst it,
prm'i.l{ auaf-fc:n, The mu!.hem,r Domucr:%;, how=
ever, did not go with me on this vote. Not a few
of them—the present Speaker of the House among
the number—all of them, indeed , who were present,
except four, voted in favor of the bill, notwithstand-
the anti-slavery clause; and accordingly it passed
the House. But there can be little doubt that this
clause bad its influence in arresting the bill in the
other wing of the Capitol, where it remained un-
acted upon until the close of the session, and was
thus finally lost. :

Sir, a bill to create a territorial government in
Oregon, containing this identical proviso, has since
bien passed through both Houses of Congress, and
has received the sanction and signature of a south-
orn Democratic President; and 1 do not sup 3
therefore, that this original motion of mine will be
hereafter so frequent a subject of southern Demo-
ﬁuﬂcﬂ&‘emu&eﬂ:l it hitherto hi” been. But 1 have

esired 1o upon record, in perpéhiam memori-
am rei, lhlf plain, unvarnished history of the case;
and having done so, I willingly submit myself 10
whatever measure of censure or reproach such a
state of facts may fairly subject me (o, either from
the South or from the North. If the offering of this
proviso to this bill, under these circumstances,
with these views, and with this result, be the un-
pardonable offence which it has times been

the appointment of only two officers—a governor :

hihey might see |

word about peace. Nol a word about Mexico. Not
o gy llable about the disputed boundaries on the Rio
Grande. It was u vote of unlimited confidence in
an administration in which, be was sorry to say,
there was very little confidence to be placed. They
might employ this mune{. towards buying Califor-
nia, or buying Cuba, or buying Yucatan, or buy-
ing the Sandwich Islands, or huyingmr.oﬂml' ter-
ritory :hely might fancy in either hemisphere. 1If
we turned to the message of the President, it was
hardly more satisfactory. Nothing could be more
evident than that this approprintion was asked for
us the earnest money for & purchase of more terri-
tory. The messago expressly stated that it was to

1

“And where, too, is to be our dodestic peac
if this policy is to be pursued? Awording to
the Presideni’s plan of obtaining * amph indemnity
for the expenses of the war,’ the longer the war
lnsts, and the more expensive it is mad:, the more
territory weshall require to indemnifyus. Every
dollar of apprugriltiou for this war is thus the pur-
chase-money of more acres of Mexioas soil. ho
knowa how much of Chihuahua, and Cmhuila, and
New Leon, and Durango, it will talee ¢ remuner-
ato us for the expenses of these ten rogiments of
regulara, who are to be onlisted for five years?
And to what end are we thug about toadd acre to
acre and field to field? 7o furnish the mbject of that
d tic struggle, which hus nlrealy been fore-

be used in part payment for any sions

Mexico might make to us: The President already
had the claimes of our citizens to deal with, to the
amount of three millions or mwore. Here were iwo
millions more to be placed in his hand, in cash.
What was to be the whole payment, for which five
millions of dollars was wanted as an advance? And
where was this torritory to be? The message, as if
not willing to leave us wholly in the dark, had
pointed expressly to the le of 1803—to the
wﬂ'ﬁm of Louwinana—nnd this very bill (as Mr.

. understood ) had been copied tim from the
sot by which that purchase was indirectly sanc-
tioned. The President hus thus called upon us,
in langurge not to be misunderstood, to
in adviance, & new and indefinite uisition. of
southern territory. To such an acquisition he (Mr.
W.) was uppouct{ He had said heretofore, and he
repeated now, that he was uncompromisingly :ﬁ
Bmd to extending the slaveholding territory of the

nion. He wanted no more territory of any sort;
but of this we had more than enough already.

““He rordiuilg}: ponded to the President's de-
sires o bring about a just and honorable nt
the carliest moment. Nothing would give him
more real satigfaction than to join in & mensure
honestly proposed for that purpose. He did not
grudge the payment of the two millions. He would
appropriate twenty millions for the legitimate pur-
poses of a treaty o Frul:.e without a moment’s hesi-
tation. And he still boped that this measure might
assume u shape in which he could give it his sup-
port. Limit the discretion of the President toa
settlement of thuse boundaries which have been the
subject of dispute. Hold him to his solemn pledges,
twice repeated, that he would be ready at all
times to settle the existing differences between the
two countriés un the most liberal terma. Give him
|Bo countenance in his design to take advantage of
the present war to force Mexico into the surrender,
or even the sale, of any of her provinces. If any
tody wants a better harbor on the Pacific, let him
wait till it can be acquired with less of national
dishonor.  But whatever you do or omit, give us at
least to be assured that this appropriation is not to
be applied to the annexation of another Texas, or
even to the purchase of another Louisiana.” [Here
the hammer fcll.]

This, Mr. Chairman, was my five minutes’ speech
on that memorable occasion. It was “*brief as the
pusy of ulady’s ring;' but it contained quite as
much substance as some that are longer. It em-
braced threc distinct ideas; first, that I was op-
posed to the continuance, as 1 had been to the com-
mencement, of the war with Mexico, and that 1
was ready to vote for any amount of money which
might be demanded for the legitimate purposes o
negotiating a treaty of peace; second, that I desired
no further acquisition of territory on any side or
of any sort; and third, that 1 was uncompromi-
singly opposed to extending the slaveholding ter-
ritory of the Union.

And in conformity with this last view, when the
honorable member from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Wit-
mot,) offered his celebrated proviso not long after-
wards, 1 unhesitatingly voted for it.

8ir, | have pever regreited that vole; nor have I
ever changed, in any degree, the opinions and the
principles upon which it was founded. Again and
again, 1 have reiterated those opinions, and vindi-
cated those principles; and, as my consistency and
steadfastness on thie point have been artfully deawn
into question in some quarters, I must be pardoned
for n few citations from speeches of my own, in
which I have hal occasion to allude to the subject,
both in this House and elsewhere.

Here, air, in the first place, is an extract from a

h delivered by me in Fanueil Hall on the 23d

ay of September, 1546, hardly more than six weeks
after the occasion which 1 have just described:

“8ir, upon all the great points of this question
there 18 no difference of opinion whatever. All
agree, that this war ought never to have been com-

8

styled, I can only say, ** adsum, ?ﬂ' JSeci; in me
converlile ferrum °  Nay, sir, 1 will say further,
that if it fairly traceable to this movement ol
mine, (hat it is no longer an open question whether
domestic slavery shall find a foothold in the Terri-
tory of Oregon, 1 shall feel that it has not been en-
tirely in vain that I have been for ten years aso-
cinted with the public councils of my country.

I come next, Mr. Chairman, to the proviso,
which has more legitimately received the name of
the honorable member from Pennsylvania, (Mr.
Wimor.) And it is not less important in this
case, than in the other, to recall to the remem-
brance of the House and of the country the circum-
ol.l.nt:!el under which this proviso, » Was pro-

1 think, sir, no one who was a member of Con-
gress at the time will soon furget the eighth aof
August, 1846, The country was at war with Mex-
ico, and Congress was within eight-and-forty hours
of the appointed close of a most protracted and la-
borious session. We were already aliost exhauost-
od by hot weather and hot work, and all the ener-
gies which were lefl us were required for winding
up the great mass of public business which always
awaits the closing bours, whether of a longer or a
shorter session. Under these circumstances, n mes-
T was received by this House from President
Polk, calling for an nppropriation of money to ena-
able him to negotiste a treaty of ce, and inti-
mating, by a distinct reference to t recodent of
the purchase of Louisiana, that he designed to em-
ploy this money in the acquisition of more terri-
tory.
Jw:lu m » | need not say, sir, took all who
were not in the President's secrets greatly by sur-
prise. The idea of hringi.nrh:lmnn’ to Iherlid of
our armnies for the purpose o ing a peace from a
nation like Mo:iﬂ:': could not Kn‘m inflict a so-
vere wound upon our national pride; while the lust
ofterritorial isition nod agg ment, which
waa thus plainly betrayed, gave n deeper dye of in-
ustice and rapine to the war into which we had

n 8o recklesaly plunged.
M. however, for reflections

No time was al
or deliberalions of any sort. The message was re-
ferred at unce to the {‘ommmae of the Whole on
the state of the Union, and a bill was forthwith
originated in that committee, under the lead of
General McKavy, of North Carolioa, for placing two
millions of dollars at the unlimited discretion of the
President.

For the debate upon this bill, two or three hours
of o hot summer afternoon were grudgingly allow-
ed by the Democratic majority in this House, and
these two or three hours were divided off into ho-
maopathic jona of five minules each. My hon-
orable friend from New York, (Mr. Hven Waire,)
—the senior member of the New York delegation,
and who, I . will long remain here to enjoy the
dignily of that position—obtained (he floor for the
first five ininutes, and | was fortunate or unfortu-
nate enough to follow him. No amendment 1o the
bill bad then been adopted, and no provise moved,
But here is what | said on that occasion, as reported
in the National at the time.

“Mr. Wintnunor said that be should follow the
exnmple of his friend from New York, (Mr. Wiite,)
and confine himself to n brief statement of his
viown, reserving to himeelf the privih*ﬂ of ampli-
fying and éenforcing them herealter. The Admin-
istration and it friends had thought fit during the
present session 1o frame more than one of their
most important measores, so as to leave their oppo-
nents in o false position whichever way they voted.
There were two things which be bad not § ned,
in advance, that mz cireumetances could have
constrained bim to do, and from which he would
gladly have been One of them waa to grive
n vole which might appear to lend an approving
sanclion 1o n war which had been ca by the
annexation of Texas; the other was to give & vote
which might appear fike an t0 the earli-
est restoration of peace, sither with Mexico or any
ather Power on earth. But bo must Jet Appearances
take care of themselves. He was not here to pro-
nounce opinions, cither upon the preamble of a bill
or the plirases of a President’s message. He was
here to vote on substantial provisions of law, pro-
posed with a view to their practical interpretation
and execution. One of these voles he had given

ndi

already, under circumatances which were familiar
to the and to the country. He beli it
then and he belleved it now, upon the most delibe-

rate reflection, to be the best vote of which the case
admitted, And now, he greatly feared that he was
about to be cnﬁ'o.uoé to give tgq other of theso nb-
horrent votes. could not and would not vote for
thia bill ae it now atood.

“What was the bill? A bill to e twomillions
of dollars at the disposal of the Prewident ‘for any

ts highly objectiona-
mm” a government by

extraordinary emergencios which might arise out
nfourlnl:'t’mdﬂll’wd‘nm ' Nota

1. All agree, that it ought (o be tto
a close nt the earliest practicable moment, No man
present denies that it originated, primarily, in the
annexation of Texas; and secondarily, in the march-
ing of the American army into the disputed terri-
lurg beyond the Nueces. "And no man present fails
to deplore and to condemn both of these measures.
Nor is there n Whig in this assembly, nor, in my
opinion, & Whig throughout the Union, who does
not depreeate, from the bottom of his heart, any
prosecution of this war for the purpose of aggres-
sion, invasion, or congquest.

“ This, this is the matter, gentlemen, in which we
take the deepest concern thas day. » when is
this war lo end, and what are to be its fruits? Ungues-
tionably we are not to forgret that it takes two to make
n barguin. Unquestionably we are not to forget that
Mexico must be willing to negotinte before our own
Government can be held wholly responsible for the
failure of a treaty of peace. 1 rejoice, for one, that
the Administration bave shown what little readi-
ness they have shown for bringing the war ton
conclusion, | bave given them credit clsewhbere
for their original overtures last autumn, and 1 shall
not deny them whatever credit they deserve for
their renewed overtures now. But, Mr. President,
it is mot every thing which takes the name or the
form of an overture of peace which is entitled to

ct mssuch. If it proposes unjust and unroason-
nble terme ; if it manifests an overbearing and op-
pressive spirit; il it presutnes on the power of those
who make it, or on the weakness of those to whom
it in , to exact hard and heartless conditions;
if, en ily, it be of a character at once offensive
and injurious to the rights of one of the nations
concerned, and 10 the principles of a large majority
of the other, then it prostitutes the name of peace,
and ite authors are only entitled to the contempt
which belongs to those who add hypocrisy to injus-
tice

“Mr. President, when thé President of the United
States, on a sudden and serious emergency, de-
manded of Congress the meana of meeting n war,
into which he bad already plunged the Y, he

f | such as shall involve no injustice townrds Mexico,

mmmd in this debate?

Mr. Chairman, | have no time to discuss the sub- |
ject of wlavery on this ocension, nor shodld | desire
to discuss it in this connexion, if I bud more time.
But I must not omit & few plain woslson the mo-
mentous issue which has now I speak

¢ gentiments
of all New Eugland, and of many
of New Englaund—when Isay, that
tion our minds are made up. Sofir rs we havo
power—constitutional or moral pover—io control
political events, we are resolved-thil there shall be
no further extension of the territory uf this Union,
subjoe: to the in:l.ituthls.of alavery,

L]

| believe the North is ready ta stud by the
Constitution, with all its compromises, m it now is.
I do not intend, moreover, to throw out my threats
of disunion, whatever may be the result. I do not
intend, now or ever, to contemplate dismion ne a
cure for any imaginable evil. At the suge time 1
do not intend to be driven from a firm &pression
of purpose, and a steadfast adherence to rinciple,
g‘y any threats of disanion from any otherquarter.

he people of New England, whom T have ny priv-
ilege to speak for, do not desire, as I unférstand
their views—I know my own heart and ny own
principles, and can at lenst speak for them+io gain
one foot of l.crril.ou}-_y by conquest, and as thereault of
the prosecution of the war with Mexico. |do not
believe that even the abolitionista of the North—
though 1 mm one of last persons who wuld be
entitled to speak their sentiments—would be un-
willing to be found in combination with suthern
gen who may see fit to espouse tlis doc-
trine, We desire e.  We believe that tiis war
ought never to have been commenced, and we do
not wish to bave it made thcgrctut for plunderin
Mexico of one foot of ber landa.  But if tie war
to be prosecuted, and if territories are t3 be con-
quered and annexed, we shall stand fast and for-
ever to the principle that, so far as we are con-
cerned, these territorics shall be the exclusive
ubode of freemen.

“Mr. Chairman, peace, peace, is the grand com-

romise of this ?uuon between the North and the
south. Let the President abandon nll schemes of
further conquest.  Let him abandon lis plans of
E:.hing hia forces to the heart of Merco. Now,

fore any reveracs have been expericiced by the
American arms, he can do so with the lighesthon-
or. Let him «exhibit a spirit of magmnimity to-
wards a weak and distracted nuig:ﬁn'. Let him
make distinct proclamation of the terms on which
he is ready to negotiate; and let those terms be

and engender no sectional strife nmong ourselves.
But, at all events, let him tell us what those terms
are to be, A proclamation of Executive purposes is
epsentinl loany legialativeorany nnionsfhnmuny.
The North ought to know theni; the SBouth ought 1o
know themn; the whole country ought te understand
for what ends its blood and treasure are to be ex-
pended. It is high time that some specific terms of
accommodation were proclaimed to Congreas, o
Mexico, and to the world. If they be remsouable,
no man will besitate to unite in ::.}ppl ing what-
ever ineans may be necessary for ¢ orc{ng therm. "

1 cowe lastly, Mr. Chairman, o a speech which
I made in this House on the 22d of February, 1547,
and from which 1 ehall venture o quote a still
longer extract. It was on this occasion, sir, and in
connexion with these remarks, that 1 offered the

bill then pending — which was a bill making an ap-

mp:ltmu Iol'inelrlg{ thirt’-li;‘c ;%I;l‘ma. uf dollars
or the single item of supporting the army—un pro-
viso in the i worlz? ’ A
s wded, , That these appropriutions
are made with no view of sanctioning any prose-
cution of the existing war with Mexico for the ac-
quisition of territory to form new States to be added
to the Union, or for the dismemberment inany way
of the republic of Mexico.”

That, sir, was my proviso. And if any body
shall ever deem my name worthy of being associn-
ted with any legislative proposition, 1 hope this one
will not be forgotten. 1am willing that it should
be known in all time to come as the Winthrop

It was indeed almost identical with a resolution
md in the other Lranch of Congress, by an
ble Senator from Georgin, (Mr. Berniex,)
and it shared the smme fate with his resolution.
Every Whig member present at the time, except
one, voted favor of its adoptien. There were
seventy-six W in all, from all parts of the
country, North und South, East and West, whose
names are inscribed on the journals in favor of this
But no Democrat voted for it; not one.
And among the nmmnes of the one hundretl and
twenty-four Democrats who deleated it, may be
seen of the honorable member from Pennsyl-
vania, (Mr. Wicmor,) and of the hunorable mem
ber from J\Tew \'orkr. Mr. Preston EI!IJ.}{::]E
by side with those of the present Speaker of this
lLulc. (Mr. Cons,) of th'; prﬂmlprlluimmn of
this committee, (B{r. Bovp,) and of all the other
Southern Democrats of the day.

It was on this ocoasion, sir, that | expressed my-
sell as follows: -

“Mr. Chairman, | have intimated on another oc-
casion that I do not go so far as some of my friends
in regard to the propriety or expedioncy of with-
holding all supplies from the Executive. While a
foreign nation is still in arms sgainst vs, 1 would
limit the supplies to some reasonable scale of de-
fence, and not withhold themn alwgether, | would
pay for all services of regulars or volunteers al.
ready contracted for. 1 Umrﬁrl rovide ample means
o prevent our army from suffering, whether from
the foe or from famine, as long as they aro in the
fiold under constitutional nulio'ily. Heaven for-
bid that our gillant troops should be left to perish
for want of supplics because they are on a forcign
woil, while they are liable to be shot down by the

pledged himself, in thrice repeated terms, to be
ready at all times to sottle the existing disputes be-
tween us and Mexico, whenever Mexico should be
willing either o make or to receive propositions to
that c:d. To that pledge he -l-.mf:’ solemnly re-
corded, in the sight of God and of men. Now, sir,
it was no part of our existing disputes, at that time,
whether we should bave possession of California, or
of any other Territory beyond the Rio Grande.
And the President, in prosecuting plans of invasion
and conquest, which look to the rﬂrmnnnl acquisi-
tion of any such Territories, will be as false to his
own pledges, as he is to the honor and interests of
his country,

“I believe that I speak the sentiments of the whole

ple of Massachusetts— I know I speak my own—
in saying that we want no more territorial m
sions to ¢ the nurseries of new slave
It goes hard enough with us, that the men and
money of the nation should be employed for the de-
fenee such acquisiti llrmlr de; but to
vriginate new enterprises for extending the area of
slavery by force of arms, is revolting to the moral
sonee of every American frecman.

““Sir, 1 trust there is no man bhere who is not
ready to stand by the Constitution of the country.
1 trust there ia no man here who is not willing to
hold fast 1o the unjon of the States, be ita limits ul
timately fixed u little on one side, or a little on the
other side, of the line of his own choice. For my-
solf, 1 will not contemplato the idea of the dissolu-
tion of the Union, in any conceivable event. There
nre no boundaries of sed or Iand, of rock or river,
of desert or mountain, to which | will not try, st
lenst, to carry out my love of country, whenever
they shall really be the boundaries of ‘az.mmq
If the day of dissolution ever comes, it shall
the evidence of it own irresistible necessity
it. lavert nao‘ru from all recognition of such a

ity in int .

i Nor am | ready for any
polilia.l’nrminum or platforms less bromd and
comprebensive than those which ma

aied Siaten.
u d the whole Whi, of the ten.
ut all this s oan-ugﬁ..ﬂ-{:d shall, in my own
caso, practically consist, with a just sense of the
:;’iul og slavery; with an enrnest ¥ tion ul:uvl
d‘nﬁdhrﬂﬂon‘mtnem 1 with a firm
m?.'im. to all s encronchinenta on northern
rights; and, above all, with an uncompromising
hostility to nll measures for introducing new slave
States and new slave Territories into our Union.”
I come next, Mr. Chairman, ton delivered
in this House on the Sth of January, 1847, when |

found it nec y 1o opp the pussage of a bill
for raising an additional military force. 1 think
the bill was called the Ten il

On that ocoasion, afier slluding w0 the

| infl

e of the ® under consideration on
\ the chances of a pasce with Mexico, | proceeded to
sy nn follows:

d of their own officers if they refuse o re-
main there! But ] cannot regaed it ns consistent
with constitutional or republican principles, mru-
this bill as it now stands. Even if | ajproved the
war, | should regard such a coursc of legislation as
unwarrantable. Disap ing it, as I unequivocally
and unqualifiedly do, | am the more induced 1o in-
terpose these objections to its ndoeption.

“8ir, this whole Executive policy of over-
running Mexico to obtain terrilorial indemnitios
for pecuniary claime and the expensca of the
war, is abhorrent to every iden of humanity and
of honor. For one, | do not desire the m?(ill ition
of one inch of territory by conquest. dowire
w see no fields of blood annexed to tis Union,
whether (he of the treachery by which they
have been procured shall be three million pieces of
silver or only thirty! 1 want no more areas of freo-
dom. Area, if | remembor right, signified thrash.
ing-floor in my old school dictionary. We bave
had enough of these areas, whetber of freodom or
lll'l'l‘ﬂ and [ trust this war will be brought to
close without multiplying or extending them.

"y thin the more empbadiically, lest iny vole
in favor of the Three Million bill should be misin-
terproted, Nothing was further from my inten-
tion, in that vote, than to sanction the pol-
icy of the Executive in regard to the territoties of
H:lico If be inwsista, indeed, on pursuing that
Eli. , and if & majority of Congress inaist on giv-

m the means, | prefer purchase o conguest,
uﬁ had rather authorize the expenditure of three
millions to pay Mexico than of thirty millions to
whip her. nl everybody must have understood
that the prowise was a virtual nullification of the
bill, for any purpose of acquiring territory, in the |
handa of & kouthern administration.

It was for that that Ivoted. 1 wished to |

t the great pﬂnmhhtll it embodied fairly on |

statute-book. . I'believe it to be a perfoctly con-
i iple, and an eminently conserva-
tive principle.

*‘Sir, thowe who undertake to dispute the consti-
tutionality thlmnclpla must rule out of exist.
ence than the immorial ordinance |
oful‘?ﬂn My honorable friend from G:ul.h l‘;:ul;!m I|

r. Hunty ed un the other day, that Mr,
khdhon. in mr. had cast m:a doubt on |
the authority of Confederation Congress to
that % . did #o; but with what vﬂ':',
sir? Not to that act into discredit, but to en-

le of the United Staten the im-
A new system ol government,
wtich acts might henceforth be right-
Thin new aystem of government was

The Mw{iﬂ was established. In |
terme
recognising the authority of Con o
the extension of -hvarj,'r nfter lp::hln

¢, | diately.
| the first Congreas of the Unif

| when

What more! During the first session of
States, under this
new Constitution, this same Northwestern ordi-
nance, with its mti-lhl;:rdy clause, was solemnly
r i and re-enncted. This is a fact never
before noticed to my knowledge, and one to which
1 beg the attention of the House. Here is the eighth
uct of the first session of the first Congress. Listen

to the preamble:
“*Whereas, in order that the ordinance of the
United States, in Con, assembled, for the -

ernment of the territory northwest of the river
Ohio, may continue to have {"'uu :ifm. it is requisite
that certain provisions Id be made, so as to
aduapt the same to the present Constitution of the
United States:

W+ Re it enacted,’ &e.

“Then follow a few formal changes in regard to
the governor and other officers. ¢ sixth article
of the ordinance remains untouched. . Mr. Madi-
son was . member of this first Congress, as were
many others of those most dhﬁ:ﬁ.uuhad in fram-
ing the new Constitution, And this bill both
branches without objection and without any divis-
ion, except upon some immaterial amendnients.
*Here, then, we find the very framers of the Con-

-i.ln;li_na I.Iz‘:mpn:ilvq. ;: ut}n ﬂﬁm“ ?.1.-:!' il-adopllu:ﬁ

ing the princi ilmol proviso to

mpm Uﬂbph General Guvernml then
8. 1o Lakebist

» with p or
gitude. These territories were as inuch the fruit
of the common sacrifices, common tuils, and com-
mon blood of all the States, as any which can be
conquered from Mexico., They were the joint and
common property of the nu-m{ States. The ordi-

wus ly adopted in 1737, and was
re-enacted unanimously in 1789. Madison, who
bad questioned the authority of the Con of the
Confederation to pass it originally, voted for it him-
self in the Congreaa of the Constitution, and all his
colleagues from the slaveholding States voted for
it with him, Sir, if the constitutionality of such an
act can now be disputed, I know not what principle
of the Constitution can be considered as settled.

1 have said that I regarded this priociple as
eminently conservative, as well as entirely consti-
tutional. * 1do believe, sir, that whenever the prin-
ciple of this proviso shall be irrevocably established,
shall be considered as unchangeable as the laws of
the Medes and Persinns, then, and not till then, we
shall have permanent e with other countries,
nnd fixed boundaries for our own country. I is
plain that there are two parties in the free States.

th of them are op | promisingly op-
posed, as I hope and believe—to the ext of
nlnvcr{‘ One of them, however, and that the par-
ty of the present admministration, are for the widest
extension of territory, subject to the anti-elavery
proviso. The other of them, and that the party to
which 1 liave the honor to belong, are, as I belicve,
content with the Union as it is, desire no annexa-
tion of new States, and are utterly op to the

rosccution of this war for any purpose of diemem-
gcrin Mexico. Between these two partiea in the
free States the South holds the balance of power.
It may always hold it. If now, therefore, it will
Jjoin in putting an end to thie war, and in arresting
the march of conguest upon which our armics have
cntered, the limits of the r:ﬁubiic ns well as the
limita of slavery may be fin established.

““It is in this view that I believe the principle of
the Wilmet provise to be the great conservative
principle of the day ; and it is in this view that I
desire to place it immutably upon our slatute
books. The South has no cause to be jealous of
such a movement from our side of the House. The
South should rather weol it—the whole country

woll have been nsked—should you not enjoy that
peace and quiet now? Wl:d' will you persist in dis-
tarbing the quiet, and ing the peace, and put-
ting in jeopardy the glorious Union you now en-
Joy, rushing ‘into 80 wild, so wanton, and, 1 had
alimost said, so wicked a policy?

Sir, it is not to be denied thit it is this spirit of

tion an Juest, growing by what it feeds
on, which has involved us inall our present troubles,
and which threatens us with still greater troubles
in future. We are reaping the natural and just
results of the annexation of Texas, and of the war
which inevitably followed that annexation. We
have almost rea (as I believe 1 have somewhere
clse gaid) the fate of the greedy and ravenous bird
in the old fable. Asop tells us of an eagle which,
in one of its towering flights, seeing a bit of tempt-
ing flesh upon an altar, pounced upon it, and bore
it away in triumph to its neet. But, by chance, he
adds, a conl of fire from the altar was sticking to it
at the time, which set fire to the nest and consumed
it inatrice. And our American eagle, sir, has
been seen stooping from its pride of place, and hov-
ering over the altars of & weak nei{:.'lhoring wer,
It has at last pounced upon her provinces, m\” borne
them away from her in triumph. But burning
coals have olunito them! Discord and confusion
have come with them! Andour own American
homestead is now threatened with confagration!

This, Mr. Chairman, is the brief history of our
condition. I trust in heaven that the lesson will
not be lost upon us. Gentlemen talk of settling the
whole controversy which bas been kindled between
the North and the South by seme sweeping com-
promise, or some comprehensive plan of reconcilia-
tion. 1 hope that the controversy will be settled,
#ir; but I most earnestly |IOH¢ and pray that it will
not so be settled that we shall ever be in danger of
forgetting its origin, 1 hope and pray that it will
not so be settled that we shall ever again lma‘g-lne
that we can enter with impuonity on a career o
greasion, spoliation, and conquest! This embit-
tered strife, this protracted suspense, these tedious
days and weeks nnd months of anxiety and agita-
tion, will have had their full compensation and re-
ward, if they shall teach us never zu.ln to forget
the curee which has been pronounced upon those
“ who remove their neighbors’ land-marks”—if
they shall teach us to realize, in all time to come,
that a policy of peace and justice townrds others is
the very law and condition of our own domestic
harmony and our own national Union !

And now, Mr. Chairman, bow is the great con-
troversy by which our country is sgitated fo be
seltled ¢ ;

In the first place, sir, I donol beleve that it is to
be settled by multiplying and accvmulating issues.
1 have no faithin the plan of reking open all the
subjects of disagreementand diffirence which have
existed at any time between diffe'ent sections of the
country, with a view of attempting to bring them
within the influence of some sirgle panacea. Cer-
tainly, sir, if such a plan is to be attempted, weare
not to forget that there aretwosides to the question
of aggression: ‘The southern States complein, on
the one side, that some of their runawny alaves have
not been delivered up by the free States, agreably
to the provisions of the Constitution of the United
States. The northern States complain, on te other
gide, that some of their freemen have seized
and imprisoned in the slave States, contray to the
provisions of the same Constitution. | ws, my-
self, called upon some years ago, by the mrchants
and ship-owners of Boston—as patriotic a body of
men as can be found on the face of this catinent,
and whose zeal for liberty is not less conpicuous
than their devotion to the Union—to bring tis lntter

should welcome it—as an overture of d

..

“Sir, much as 1 deplore the war in which we are
involved—dee L{:» 1 regret the whole policy of
mncxntiun—i}, result of these measures should
be to ingraft the policy of this iso permanently
and ineradicably upon our American system, |
should regard it as & blessing cheaply purchased.
Guod would, indeed, have been br t out of evil;
und we should be almost ready to say with the great
dramatist of old England—

‘If after every tempest comes such calm,
ht:t1 the winda blow till they have wakened
death."

“Yes, sir, in that event, instead of indulging in

and promise, and peace; and m
nppl)pr to it the langunge of nuntbig:, great English

‘Frireat of stara! last in the train of night,
If rather thou belong’st not to the dawn.’

“If we could at last lay down permanently the
boundary of gur Republic—if we could feel that we
had extingufhbed forever the lust of extended do-
minion in the bosoms of the American people—if
we could t that old god Terminus, of whom
we have heard such uvent mention clsewhere,
not with out-stretched arm still pointing to new
Territories in the distance, but with limbe lopped
off, as the Romans sometimes represented him, be-
tokening that be bad reached his very furthest
goal—if we could be mssured that our limits were
to be no further advanced, cither by purchase or

uest, l‘:z fraud or by force—ihen, then wo
might feel that we had taken a bond of fate for the
perpetuation of our Union.

It is in this spirit that | voled for the provieo in
the Throe Million bill. Itis in this spirit that | offer
the third proviso to the Thirt Mim”m bill before
us. Pass them both-—cut off, iy one and the same
stroke, all idea both of the extension of slavery and
the extension of lerritory—and we shall neither
need the three millions, nor the thirty millions, for
securing peace and harmony, both at home and

abroad,
Mr. Chairman, | know not but that I might be
ind i to abmte somethi the ambiti rhet.

oric of these remarks, if | were making the speech
over again; but I do not desire to change one jot or
tittle of their substantial matier, 1 adhere, thisday,
to all the sentiments and all the principles of that
spoech; and, so far as they are applicable to the
present moment and to existing circumstances,
and =0 far ae may consist with the paramount duty
which | owe to peace and the union of my coun-
try, I intend to sbape my course with a view of
carrying them out to their practical fulfilment.

I have Jong ago made up my mind that, what-
ever t there may be of adjusting and recon-
ciling the conflicting interests nnd claims of cliﬂ'er;
ent portions of the Union, there is no prospect, agd
no nihﬁlit’, of harmonisi lhﬂj: discordant
opinions.  Certainly, sir, neitber labored argu-
ments, nor heated appeals, nor angry menaces ;
neither threats of disorganization here, nor of con
ventions elsewhere, have done any thing towards
nccomplishing such a result, so far aa | am con-
cerned.

1 hold now, as 1 held three years ago, that it is
entirely constitational for Congress tw apply the
principles of the ordinance of 1757 W any territory
which may be added t the Union.

I hold now, as I held then, that the SBouth have
no right to complain of such an application of these
principles by those of us who have declared this
doctrine in advance, and who have steadily opposed
all acquisition of territory.

1 hold now, as | held s that their her
and fulminations ought to be exclusively reserved
for those among themaelves, and for their allies in
other of country, who have persisied in
bri this territory into the Union, with the
distinet undorstanding that it was * fo fornish the
rubject of this great domestic struggle.’’

I ::w, o, e 1 held then, that one di tlhe

test advan of en i these principles
mm‘uhly mupn our pa:!ﬂounlm‘ policy, would
be to extinguish the spirit of annexation and con-
a‘u:ul in the region where we all must acknowledge

4 it bas ever been most rife, and thus to secure
for ue ¢ peace with other countries, and
Sfixed bevindarien for our own country.’

l:?’ um.:l::ther. Mr. Chairman, that t;h.l ©loan-
N ween rhus, the king of Epirus,
and his elog ot , Ci ¢ Irjrrrlmn, we
are told, in disclosing hin plans of government, had
stuted his purpose of sl ltaly to his »way;
enn meked, ““And baving overcome t
Romans, what will your majesty do next’” **Why,
Sicily," suid the king, *is next door o Italy, and
it will be easy to subdue that.'” *“And having

Sicily,” said the counsellor, **what
;o“r roynl pleasure’’ /] have a mind,

rrhus, ""to

over into Africa.*

next will be
then," said
“And whal tha* Cinens.

of that Constitotion is found & pro- | vinces as you desire, what next doos your

at lnst, we will give ourselves up to quiet, and anjoy a
delightful " “But what," rejoined the w
and sagacigus counsellor, ‘‘what prevents you fram
enjoying that quiet and that delightful peace
nows

I ean conceive such g d

ing between one
of vur Iate American fand o

subject her to our arms "

Muxico, and taken of such of her pro.
excel.

' “] think weshall then be read

oars ‘in the existing States,” and to

lency p
lnwn-lng over to Cuba.” “4nd what alter that?™
" h,

any more jeers and taunts upon the Lone Siar of
Texas, we might rather bail it ns the star of hope,
i be moved to

+ then, we will devote oarselves to peace, and | made by
enjoy & quiet life” “And why, why-—it might | was fesmed

ject to the a of Congress. | mide a re.
port upon it to this House in 1543, in whicl among
other remarke, | used the following languge :

“That American or foreign seamen, :harged
with no crime, and infected with no ca on,
should be searched for on board the veaselso which
they belong; should be serzed while in the achar
of their duties, or, it may be, while asleefin their
berthe; should be dragged on shore and icarcer.
ated withvut any other examination than & exam-
inntion of their skins; and should be rendesd liable
in certain contingencies, over which they my have
no hle contrul, to be subjected to the mominy
n -Tauy of the lash, and even to the ifinitely
more ignominious and lehing fate of ing sold
into slavery for life, and for all pur '
is an idea 100 onstrous to beentertainedir a mo-
ment."

Now, sir, | will not undertake to cooare the
two ances to which I have thus allusd. But
this I do say, that if the one is to be insistl on as s
subject for immediate redress and reparson, [ sec
not why the other should not be also. F* myself,

 —

It demands of usonly a re-
ed and familine fact, that
there may be property in “the service or la-
bor® of man, It provides for the restoration of all
runaways alike, white or black, who may be “held
o service or labor' for life or for years, us indented
apprentices or otherwise, in any part of tke coun-
try, precluding all right on the part of any of the
States to inquire, for an of discrimination,
in regard to fugitives Jrom other Btates, by what
tenure, of tcmpor&r{ contragt or of herodiluy
bondage, they are held to such *service or labor.™
:L t;){w some emancipation m& like Bﬂfa{u‘:iwhich ring
0 ALY Yenrs % reat n in refer-
ence (o her e’at Ind-if:: ies, the slaves in our
#outhern Btates should be converted into a .
tices for a term of years, this article of the m
tution would be as applicable w that state of things,
a8 it is to the state of things now oxisting. It
no necessary or exclusive relation to the existence
of slavery.” But taking it, as it was unquestiona-
bly intended, as a provision for the restoration of
slaves, us long nsslavery shall exiat, is there
in this clause of the Constitution to justify any one
in branding that instrument with the nbhorrent
title of u pro. compact!
. Bir, the Constitution ia to be considered and
judgod of as a whole. The provisions which relate
to the same subject-maiter, certainly, are to be ex-
amined together, and com with each other,
in order (o obtain & just interpretation of ita real
charncter and intent. Let this clause, then, be
tuken in connexion with that which has authorized
and effected the annihilation of the African slave
trade, as a lawful trade, from any part of this vast
American Union. Let the few cases in which in-
dividual fugitives may be remanded to their cap-
tivity, in conformity with one of these provisions,
be compared with (he countless instances in which
whole ghip-loads of freemen would have been torn
from their native soil and transported into slavery,
but for the other; and then tell me what is the best
designation of the compact which containa them
both.  Suppose, sir, for a moment, that the framers
of the Constitution had resolved to ignore the exist-
ence of sluvery altogether; suppose that the idea,
which I have sometimes heard su ted ns a desi-
rable one, had been adopted by thein at the outset,
nnd that all the pre-existing rights of the States in
regard toslavery and all its incidents had been left
unrestricted and unaltered; would that bave better
subserved the great cause of human liberty? We
should have had, indeed, no fugiuwu slave clause.
But for every slave who inade his escape we should
have had a hundredslaves, freshly brought uver from
Africa, Brazil, or the West Indies, as long as
there was a foot of soil on which they cnuls be
rrnﬁubly employed; and every one of them must
mve been counted, not as Jm-.wu. but as a
whole man, to swell the basis of that representation
by which the slave interest would have been ren-
dered predominant forever in our land!
. Undoubtedly, Mr. Chairman, there are provis-
inns in the Coustitution which involve us in pain-
{ul ubligations, and fram which some of us would
rejoice to be relieved, and this is one of them. Bot
there is none, none, in my judgment, which in-
:lllvrl any conscientious or religious difficulty. 1
oW no reservation, equivocation, or evasion,,i
the onth which | have we?xfkn taken lnouppnnuuml;
Conastitution; and whenever any measure is
posed to e for fulfillingor enforcing any one of its
clear obligations or express ltipufltium. 1 sball
give to it every de, ol attentiun, consideration,
and support, whicﬂ the justice, the wisdom, the
propriety, and the practicability of its peculinr pro-
visions iy demsnd or warrant. In legislating,
however, for the restoration of southern slaves, |
shall not forget the security of northern freemen.
Nor, in testifying my allegiance to what has been
termed the extradition clause of the Constitution,
sball | overlook those great fundamental princi
l}l’ H:I,tl l‘ra; governments—the Habeas Corpus mm
ury. ;
_ But I repeat, Mr, Chairman, that | am for giv-
ing n separate and independent consideration to
separate and independent e, | am for
dealing with present and pressing difficultiea b
themselves, and for acting upon Dﬁlm lﬁermd:
as they arise,
The great questions which demand our consider-
ation at this moment are those which relate to our
new territorial acquisitions; and o them, and them
alone, I am now for devoting m . And the first
of these Wnudm iathat which relates to California.
What is Californis? But yesterday, sir, it was a
colony in embryo. But yesterday—to vse the lan-
age which Mr. Burke once applied w America—
it was “a little speck, scarce visible in the mass of
national interest; a small seminal principle, rather

be property in man.*
cogull?:n .’fr the admitt

I acknowledge my lllr{hnco to the who Consti-
tution of the United States, and | amsilling to
unite in fulfilling and enforcing, in all

and proper es, every one of its prdsions.
recognise, indeed, » Power above all bnan law-
makers, and a Code above all earthly cotitutions!
And whenever | perceive a plain confli of jurie-
diction and authority between the Cositution of
my country and the laws of my God, 1f course is
clear. 1 1 resi my ce, wharer it may
be, and rencunce all connexion with : service
of any sort. Never, never, sir, will put myself
under the necessity of calling upon Gi 10 witness

my promise to su & constitutiopan rt af
“glcgl 1 consid Pﬁn ;u:m-' ot I-‘:'hh th:om-
mands.

But it is a libel upon the Conatitatn of the Uni-
ted States, and, what is worse, sir, {8 # libel upon
the great and good men who frame Mlopted, and
ratified it; itis a libel upon Washingh, and Frank-
lin, and Hamilton, and Madison 'pon John Ad-
ama, and John Jay, and Rufus D it is a libel
u them all, and upon the whe American peo.

of 1789, who sustained the in their noble
work, and upon all who, from a8t time to this,
generation alter generation, jdhy capacity, na-
tional, municipal, or State, has lifted their hands
to heaven, in atlestation of th, allegiance to the
Government of their countrvit is & gross libel
upon every one of them, to a'ft or insinuato that
there is any such inconsistCy' Let us not do
such dishonor 10 the fathers Republic and to
the framers of the Constition. It.is a favorite
policy, 1 know, of some of © ltraists in my own
part ‘of the country to atiatize the Constitution
of the United Stales na pro-slavery compact. |
deny it, sir. 1 bold, on ¢ Other hand, that it s a
pro-liberty compaci—the Wit effective prodiberty
compact which the wol bas ever scen, Magna
Charta not f,r,p‘,d_ll one whu:h_ every [riend
W liberty —buman 1itty., or political liberty-
ought steadfastly to phtain and support.

“To mecure the ble"E® of liberty to ourselves
and our ptmcnl,,"-hll_ wan the d climax in
that enumeration of - ©bjects which constitutes its
well-remembered pAmble. This was the object
for which it was gwedly, and for which it was
really framed; an in in the object which it has,
in fact, beyond ‘u:‘u‘r instruments, advanced and
promoted. . z

Th> conventioewhich framed that instrument
found African «vVery, indeed, a fixed fact upon
our soll; and sée 0l the provisions which they
adopted hnd woubted and admitted reference w
that fact. Bubatis the legitimate interprelation
of theso provi nsf It ia n remarck, 1 think, as old
an Epictetus, #t every thing has hwo handles; and
it in as true giese provisions as of every thing clae,
that we pugtake hold of them by the right handle
inorder to oderstand their troe design.

Ne sre wold that the Constitution encournged
slwory by providing for the toleration of the Afri.
i wlave trade for twenty years. In my judgment,
o', it showld rather be said, that the Constitution
wuck a strong, nnd, as ite framers undoubtedly
Miovod, a fatal blow nt slavery, by securing to the
bderal Government the power, which it never be-

i it the basis of representation in this House,

slavery,
mt representation to which the sout
ould have been entitled on their black population, |
i that population had been a wholly {ree popala-
bn. '
e are tokl that it encour

W | alavery, by pro-
wding for the su
¥ knows,

sference to insurrections in the free States as in
he alave States; and that, in point of fact, it was
iay's rebellion in Massachusetts which, being in |

“Why then, [irogress at the very period when the Conatitution | more than ordinary physical

vas under consideration, gave an immediate im-
to the movement by which the power of in. |
ng in such cages was confe an the Fede- |
ral Government. A the ripening incidents,”
said Mr. Madison, In his account of the circum
stances which led to the of the Constitu.

|

ta and some confiden-| tion, **was the insurrection ol Shay, in Massachu-
tial friond or Cabinet adviser. 'l bave a mind 1o an-| setts,

nex Texas." ““And what will you do next?”’ “Why| difficalty
Mexico is next door to Texas, and it will be sany (o] ence on the

net her nment, which was with
, notwithstanding the influ. |

genta of an apprehended interpo

*‘And baving conquered | sition of the Federal troops.”

Wa e told, finally, that wﬁ:;mu:numm en- !
courngeq s A provision surrender
ofprlo-"haﬁ !::’Htgit. or labor."  Now, sir, l
aven this fulfils the sug -ucl.-u1

. Madison at the time the Constitution
wand “avoids the idea that there can

saine
said o lthe ‘Ama:’uhn colonies in 1775: “Buc
sirength with which population shoots in that part
of the world, that, state the numbers aa high as we

In | ncter and conduct | have the highest
iy jodgment, it should rather be snid, that it dis. | twear their despatches and communicate
MINT“ by taking away two-fifths of | 1o the California settlers.

hern Biates | Ia it said that these setilers are & wild, reckiess,
fouting population, bent only upon di
and unworth
ermment ?
emigrants was cver found focki
ion of inswrechions. But | 1o any new settloment on the face of the earth
t this provision bod a8 much | The iinmense distance, the formidable dificulties

than a formed M‘r." Tn-dl*' it presents itself 1o
us an established th, and is knocking
at our doors for admittance to the Union as a free
and independent State. Shall it be turned away?
Shall it be r led to its colonial condition? Shall
we attempl to crowd back this full-grown man into
the cradle of infancy? And that, 100, in spite of the
cxpreas provisions of the treaty by which it was
ncquired, '‘that, at the proper time, it shall be in-
corporated into the Union?

Upon what pretence shall such n atep be taken?
Why is not this the proper time® ls it said that

there has been some viol prec ts in her
preparatory proceedings? Where will you find a
r condi-

precedent in any degree applicable to
tion? When has ll-l:g a case been presented in our
past history? When may we look for another such
in our future progress’ **Who hath heard soch a
thing? Who hath seen such things? Shall the
carth be made to bring forth in one day? Or shall
a nation be born at once?”"

Is it said that she has not population enough?
The best acoounts which we can obtain estimate
her population at more than a hundred thousand
#ouils; and these, be it remembered, are nearly all
full-grown perrons, and & vast majority uﬁi«m
men, and voters.  And whay, after all, are any os-
timates of p:;mlnmn worth, in such a case?  As the

reat British orator, whowm | bave just .
is the

will, whilst the dispute continues, the e

tion ends, Whilst we are discussing any given

magnitude, they are grown to it."

Is it said that her boundaries are too extensive *
You did pot find this fault with Texas. Toxas,
with the boundaries which are claimed by her, has
three hundred and twenty-five thousand five bun-
dred mand twenty square miles; and, with any
boundaries which are likely o be sssigned o her,
she will bave more than two hundred thousand

square miles. California, undor her own constito-

tion, has but one hundred and fifty-five thousand
five bundred and fifty square miles of territory, of
which one-half are mere mountaine of rock and
ice, and another quarter a desert wasie !

Du‘fuu complain of the le of her sea-const *
You did not find this faalt with Florida, whose sea-
const and gull-const together (if 1 am not greatly
mistaken ) is more than one-third longer than that
of Californin.  And where will you divide the
great valley of the Sacramento and San Joaquin,
without the greatest injury and injustice to
who dwell in it? And for what will you divide it,
vacepl 1o make two free States where only one is
now proposed, and thus to double the cause of
southern jealousy and sectional opposition ?

I declare to you, sir, that, in !’I'I,Jl)ﬂ"ﬂ'lﬂt.lfn,
fault ie to be found with the dimensious of Califor-
nia, it i=to be found the free States, who llti'h‘
reasonably look 1o have two States, instead of one,
added to their number, from so vast a territory.

Io it anid that her constitution has been esoked '
Who cooked it? That her e have been tam

red with?  Who tampered with them? As has
r:an truly said, we bave a southern President and
a mnjority of southorn men in the Cabinet ; and

re s B bit that irade at the end of
fontly years. S 7y Cthey sent n southern agent—a Georgia member of
We are told that it encouraged sinvery, by mak | Congress—a gentieman, let me say, for whose char-

e views

gold,
o Lo trusted in n gov-
8ir, 1 do not believe a better clase of
in such nambers

and (he onerous expense of the pi
foruin, neccssarily confined the
of sune peoumiary mwcm

to Cali-
o men
&8 o men of
y m.u.‘*o have
all seen going out from our own ve meigh-
b -rl‘nxnh..'mnot‘ s few hardy, lu-t:mlrbu. pa-
trotic young men,
v Benring their bi Iy on their beciks,
To make g hagard thm, there; ™
Aud, i their name, sir, | protest against the consu
tution which they have adopted baing condemned
on any score of i paternity.

Iu it majd, finally, Mr. Chairman, as & ground for
rejecting Californin, that sho has probibited slavery
in her constitution’ No, no, sic; nobody ven
ture o urge thal ne an objection to her admission
into the Amecican Union. Even thowe who would
willingly bave had it otherwise, must be ghad in
their own hearts, whether \hey confess it or Bot,

| Vhat shie has sctiled that question for berself; that




